1.2 – Joint Leaders Statement on AUKUS
September 15, 2021
This Joint Leaders Statement marked the official announcement of the creation of “an
enhanced security partnership called ‘AUKUS.’” While the second paragraph
emphasizes a “deeper” relationship to share a wide range of defense-related
information (technology, science, industrial bases, supply chains), it was the third
paragraph of the agreement that stole headlines and demonstrated the seriousness of
the commitment. That paragraph highlights the commitment of the United States and
the United Kingdom to support Australia in acquiring nuclear-powered submarines.
Other key points include:
-

An 18-month timeframe to develop “an optimal pathway,” thus giving the three
governments time to work out some critical details. (March 15, 2023)
A commitment to maintaining strict adherence to nuclear non-proliferation
standards.
Collaboration in other areas, including cyber, artificial intelligence, quantum
technologies, and (non-specific) undersea capabilities.
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Joint Leaders Statement
on AUKUS

SEPTEMBER 15, 2021

As leaders of Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States, guided by our enduring
ideals and shared commitment to the international rules-based order, we resolve to deepen
diplomatic, security, and defense cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region, including by working
with partners, to meet the challenges of the twenty-first century. As part of this effort, we are
announcing the creation of an enhanced trilateral security partnership called “AUKUS” —
Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States.
Through AUKUS, our governments will strengthen the ability of each to support our security
and defense interests, building on our longstanding and ongoing bilateral ties. We will promote
deeper information and technology sharing. We will foster deeper integration of security and
defense-related science, technology, industrial bases, and supply chains. And in particular, we
will significantly deepen cooperation on a range of security and defense capabilities.
As the first initiative under AUKUS, recognizing our common tradition as maritime
democracies, we commit to a shared ambition to support Australia in acquiring nuclear-powered
submarines for the Royal Australian Navy. Today, we embark on a trilateral effort of 18 months
to seek an optimal pathway to deliver this capability. We will leverage expertise from the United
States and the United Kingdom, building on the two countries’ submarine programs to bring an
Australian capability into service at the earliest achievable date.
The development of Australia’s nuclear-powered submarines would be a joint endeavor between
the three nations, with a focus on interoperability, commonality, and mutual benefit. Australia is
committed to adhering to the highest standards for safeguards, transparency, verification, and
accountancy measures to ensure the non-proliferation, safety, and security of nuclear material
and technology. Australia remains committed to fulfilling all of its obligations as a non-nuclear
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weapons state, including with the International Atomic Energy Agency. Our three nations are
deeply committed to upholding our leadership on global non-proliferation.
Recognizing our deep defense ties, built over decades, today we also embark on further trilateral
collaboration under AUKUS to enhance our joint capabilities and interoperability. These initial
efforts will focus on cyber capabilities, artificial intelligence, quantum technologies, and
additional undersea capabilities.
The endeavor we launch today will help sustain peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.
For more than 70 years, Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States, have worked
together, along with other important allies and partners, to protect our shared values and promote
security and prosperity. Today, with the formation of AUKUS, we recommit ourselves to this
vision.
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