
48

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Joint Statement on AUKUS September 16, 

2021 

On the day following the announcement of the AUKUS partnership, Australian PM 

Morrison and Foreign Minister Marise Payne issued a joint statement focused on 

informing the general public of the agreement. In the statement, they emphasized the 

advantages of nuclear-powered submarines over conventional, diesel-powered 

submarines. They also dedicated several paragraphs to describing the decision to 

cancel the Attack-class conventional submarine program, which began in 2015 in 

partnership with France and Lockheed Martin Australia. The two leaders addressed 

concerns among constituents and the defence industry regarding the potential loss of 

jobs and the “talent pool” of the submarine workforce. The end of the statement 

emphasized additional capabilities that Australia will acquire from the United States, 

including long-range strike capabilities, and a $1 billion investment to begin building a 

“sovereign guided weapons manufacturing enterprise.” Additional capabilities to be 

purchased include: 

− Tomahawk cruise missiles

− Joint air-to-surface standoff missiles (extended range) (JASSM-ER)

− Long-range anti-ship missiles (extended range) (LRASM)

− Precision strike guided missiles for land forces (unspecified)



Joint media statement: Australia to pursue 

nuclear-powered submarines through new 

trilateral enhanced security partnership 

Joint media statement: 

• Prime Minister, The Hon Scott Morrison MP
• Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women, Senator the Hon Marise

Payne

Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States have agreed to the creation of an enhanced 
trilateral security partnership-AUKUS. 

The security challenges in the Indo-Pacific region have grown significantly. Military 
modernisation is occurring at an unprecedented rate and capabilities are rapidly advancing and 
their reach expanding. The technological edge enjoyed by Australia and our partners is 
narrowmg. 

AUKUS will build on the three nations' longstanding and ongoing bilateral ties, and will enable 
the partners to significantly deepen cooperation on a range of emerging security and defence 
capabilities, which will enhance joint capability and interoperability. Initial efforts under 
AUKUS will focus on cyber capabilities, artificial intelligence, quantum technologies, and 
additional undersea capabilities. 

This is an historic opportunity for the three nations, with like-minded allies and partners, to 
protect shared values and promote security and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region. 

AUKUS will complement Australia's network of strategic partnerships, including with our 
ASEAN friends, our Pacific family, our Five Eyes partners, the Quad and other like-minded 
partners. 

First initiative under A UKUS 

The first initiative under AUKUS is for Australia to acquire nuclear-powered submarine 
technology, leveraging decades of experience from the US and UK. 

Under AUKUS, the three nations will focus immediately on identifying the optimal pathway to 
deliver at least eight nuclear-powered submarines for Australia. 

Over the next 18 months, Australia, the UK and US will intensely examine the full suite of 
requirements that underpin nuclear stewardship and demonstrate a clear pathway to becoming a 
responsible and reliable steward of this sensitive technology. Australia will establish a Nuclear
Powered Submarine Taskforce in the Department of Defence to lead this work. 








